Recommendations

Read This Police Detective’s Book Watch This 3-Minute Video & Read the ABC News Report

(Especially Chapter 6) (http://tvfields.com/ABCNews.pdf)
‘ p—

FINANCIAL
ABUSE OF THE
ELDERLY
A Detective's Case Files
Of Exploitation Crimes

Protections Needed in Situations Like That Recorded by the Video

See reverse side of this handout for a checklist created by Wayne State University's Dr. Peter Lichtenberg for use in clinical settings like that recorded by the video.
This checklist asks the subject the questions which need to be asked in such circumstances.

In order to be effective, this tool needs to be complemented by strictly-enforced forensic standards that can ensure the integrity of the data collected.

Dr. Lichtenberg’s tool also needs to be complemented by a mechanism that can be counted upon to trigger an alert to hospital authorities, Adult Protective
Services, law enforcement, the court, family members and/or other interested parties in situations like that recorded by the video. At the heart of a simple
mechanism for this purpose is another checklist, one which identifies the most obvious signs that an individual suffers from a severe cognitive impairment which
makes that individual exceptionally vulnerable to being exploited.

In order to be effective, legislative action is needed to mandate (1) the use of this tool, (2) the forensic standards for its use, and (3) the mechanism for triggering
an alert.

Tom Fields / 440-255-7693 / tvfields@tvfields.com



https://www.amazon.com/FINANCIAL-ELDERLY-Detectives-Exploitation-Crimes/dp/0615185142/ref=mt_paperback?_encoding=UTF8&me=
http://tvfields.com/OtherLinks/maryellenwill.wmv
http://abcnews.go.com/2020/mary-ellens-mansion-elder-abuse/story?id=8976473
http://tvfields.com/ABCNews.pdf

Lichtenberg Financial Decision Screening Scale (LFDSS) ©

Peter A Lichtenberg, Ph. D | ABPP
Ags:
Older Person Should be Able to Communicate
(Gandar: + Choice *  Appreciation
E ducation: * DUnderstanding » Rationale
Data:
1. What is tha financial dacision vou are makinghave
mads” 6. How much risk to wour finsncial well-baingis
O Giving a gift /' loan (= g, pavingbills or tuition imvolved?
.fl:lf erandchild, purchass of home for som to live O Lowriskornome [ ———
in) O Moderatarisk i ot sure, PROEE
O Major purchasze orzale for self (home, car, O Hish risk *.. - before marking DK.
renovations, services, investin LTC or NH) O D:-_n’tknnw.-'mmugte
O Investment Planning (ratirement, insurancs,
portfolio balancing) 7. Howmay somsons alsa ba nagativalyaffactad?
O Estate planning (Will, beneficiary, DPOA, O Mo onewill ba naeativaly affectad
add/rernove somaone from bank sccount) [0 Familv mambars E“.]m a;nd why?)
O Turn over bill paying to someone else O Someonezlsz (who and why?)
O 5[:3]1‘.‘[, F:I"B'I:I.d., Theft {51_1 spected] O Charitw {'IT]J."II:II and 'l'l']l}r.":l
L Other: O Don'tknow/inaccumts
O Deon’tknow orinaccurats
anafi i i i5i i
2. Was this your idea or did someone suggsst it or g "ﬂj':;']; _dttts most fromthis financisl decision’
rwou? o
accompany you? O Family
O Mxwidea O Friend
O Semeonszlse suggestad/drove ma hara e -
O Deon'tknow/inaccumts L Caregiver
' O Charitv/oreanization
3. What is the purpose of vourdecision” O Den’tknow/inaccumts
O DBenesfit self (mest ansad, peace of mind)
O Bensfit familv(whom?) 9. Dwpas this dacision chanss previcus planned gifts or
O Bensfit friends (whom?) baguasts to familv, friends, or organizationsT
O Benefit oreanization/charity (which?) O I“ID
O Plzase or satisfv someons 2lsz (whom?) L Yes (who and why7)
O Don’tknow/inaccumts O Don’tknow/inaccumts
4. What is tha primary financial goal? 10. To what extent did vou talk with anyona regerdine

. Howe wi

Earn money {or retain valus of investmand)
Reduce tax borden

Reduce debt

Affordability of itam(s) orservics(s)
Share my wealth after my death

Allow someone else to aceess my money
or finances/ accounts (now)
Giftlsomeone or a charity (WhichT)
Lifestyle (no 55 goal; mesat a nead/dasirs)
Other (describea):

Dion’t know/inaccumts

Ooooo oooooo

{ll this decision impact vounow & over tima?

Mote: If consumer

O Imprnt'eﬁnancialpnsiﬁnn/
iz not sure, PROEBE

O Noimpact :
O MNagative impact/dabt -

before marking Dk,

this dacision?
O HNotatall
O hlsntioned it (to whom?)
O DMscussad in depth (with whom?)
O Don’tknow/inaccumts

LFDS5 Decisional Ability Score:

Major Concerns ]

]
0

Financial Decision Cutcome:

AMove Forward ]
Do Not Move Forward ]

Some Concerns
No Concerns

O Don’tknow/inaccumts



